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Abstract: Under the system of legal restitution in Anglo—American law, the basis of restitu—
tion can be divided into two categories: unjust enrichment and civil illegal acts. If criminal acts
constitute both unjust enrichment and civil illegal acts, restitution can be claimed on the basis of
both, but there is a defense of bona fide purchasers. There are obvious differences between
British scholars on whether criminal acts can be an independent basis for recovery as well as
civil violations, but there is no clear case to support it in practice. The main reason is that the
statutes gives the state the right of confiscation (criminal confiscation right and civil recovery or—
der), overlaps with the function of the response and takes precedence over the state in confisca—
tion. Whether the confiscated proceeds of crime can be returned to the victim by presumptive
trust is still unclear. Under American Law, murderers will lose their intended benefits by killing
others. At the same time, similar criminal and civil confiscation systems exist in American statute
law as in UK, also limited by the defense of innocent owners. However, confiscated property will
be returned to the victim by two ways: restoration and remission. There is no special distinction
between money and other movable property in the Anglo—American Restitution Law and the con—
fiscation system.

Key words: restitution, unjust enrichment, crimes, criminal forfeiture, civil forfeiture
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